24    BETWEEN TEARS AND LAUGHTER
the quota principle of 5:5:3 for British, U.S., anc Japanese navies at the Washington Conference?
The white man's mission has become a paradox and c boomerang. The white man gave the yellow man the Bible and guns. He should have given him the Bible, which he himself had no use for, and kept from him the guns that he himself used most expertly. He thought that if lie shot a few yellow men on earth after his missionaries had saved their souls for heaven, that ought to make it even. But he was mistaken. Now the yellow man has learned to take the Bible as seriously as his white brother, and I am sure the sons of Satan, yellow and white, well equipped with tommy-guns, will plunge this world into another orgy of blood. That is to say, if we^a^e-nal've enough to think that all we need to do is to transfer the standards of Europe to Asia and impose the white man's power politics on a world scale, we shall have the whole world, instead of Europe, as an arena of periodic bloodshed and slaughter.
I am sure that all "progressive-thinking" people, including some professors, are thinking in this direction. The beautiful pattern of European chaos, its standards and its ethics, will become the pattern for the future world: all Hottentots will have a quart of milk a day; the Hindus are to put on collar and tie; Madagascans are to go to church; and the world is to be thankful for it. That is the white man's mission and the boon European civilization will confer upon the world, only with a few periodic volcanic eruptions, it is admitted, whose hot lava of destruction will run over some village in Guadalcanal or Burma. On the other hand, he is going to have a quart of milk a day. Is that not a bargain?
Our present solution for the changed world picture is in fact quite simple. The white man is saying to all the other races of the world: "I am trying to be perfect even